
Women Behind the Lens: Migration

An open call by An Indian Summer Festival for AIS OPEN

Following on from the inaugural AIS Open last year which had the theme

Freedom, we are exploring the freedom of movement. Our theme for AIS

Open: Women Behind the Lens, is Migration. We look forward to seeing your

interpretations.

What is the opportunity?

Artists are invited to submit work exploring the theme of Migration and what it means to

have or not have freedom of movement in today’s world. The exhibition will be curated by

Sebah Chaudhry with a panel of experts and festival stakeholders.

Inspired by the migration of South Asian communities, the exhibition aims to explore what

freedom of movement means. How does migration affect individuals and communities and

how do different societies respond to the movement of people from one location to

another? What are the reasons for migration and what are the freedoms and restrictions

that may be associated with it?

As the Covid-19 crisis has forced us into isolation and taken away many freedoms globally,

does this force us to understand and appreciate freedom of movement differently?

Who is eligible?

UK and International women photographers, at all stages of their careers, of any background

and of any age. We strongly encourage artists who are under-represented within visual arts

in the UK and internationally to apply, particularly artists with disabilities or long-term health

conditions, and artists from low-income, LGBTQIA, and minority backgrounds, and artists

living outside metropolitan cities. If you have any queries regarding the criteria, please get in

touch with us via email.

Apply Here

https://forms.gle/84d6dAddu7RGhNhy5


What will artists receive?

5 artists will be selected by an international Jury and the AIS Open Curator as the overall
winners. These artists’ work will be shown in an online exhibition for three months in 2022.
The artists will also be part of a mentorship day that will consist of talks and 1-2-1 portfolio
reviews with the Jury. There are no fees for submitting work to this open call and there will
be no artist fees offered for shortlisted entries.

● 5 artists will have their work exhibited in the online exhibition.

● One overall winner will be given a £300 honorarium.

● The four runner ups will be awarded a £100 honorarium.

● Shortlisted artists will have the opportunity to showcase their work via our social
media platforms.

How to apply

Applications will be made via Google Forms. If you have any barriers to submitting an

application please get in touch with us via email fern@inspirate.org

Before you start your application, please make sure you have the following information:

● Name, email address, country, telephone number and social media handles

● Your art form area

● About your photography practice (max 300 words) either as written text or as

recorded audio or video

● About the artworks you are submitting and how they relate to the theme (max 300

words) as written text or as recorded audio or video

● Website link: optional

● Submit upto 5 artworks.  Note you can submit one, two or three based on your

preference and artworks do not need to be from the same series.

● Complete the agreement by reading and ticking the terms and conditions

The first part of the selection process will be undertaken by curator Sebah Chaudhry. The

final awards will be decided by a panel led by the curator and a panel composed of  judges

who are experienced in the field of visual arts.

Apply Here
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Notes from the Curator, Sebah Chaudhry:

Migration1

NOUN
1. the act or an instance of migrating

2. a group of people, birds, etc, migrating in a body

3.  chemistry a movement of atoms, ions, or molecules, such as the motion of ions in solution under
the influence of electric fields

Migration has been taking place since the beginning of time. People move for a myriad of
reasons:  in search of a better life, to join family or loved ones,  to escape persecution, or
perhaps for better job opportunities. People leave their homes, their families and lives they
have known to create new friendships, families and memories in places they eventually
might call home.

After the presence of the East India Company and two centuries of wrangling in South and
South East Asia, direct British rule of India began formally in 1858. After almost a century,
Pakistan was created and both countries became independent from British rule in 1947 (East
Pakistan became Bangladesh in 1971). In all this time, hundreds of thousands of people
moved from Pakistan/Kashmir/India to the UK. It will be 75 years of independence in 2022
for India/Pakistan. Kashmir is still a disputed territory (and not officially recognised). Almost
2 million people from these countries are now living in the UK, some who may never feel ‘at
home’, even after 75 years.

Colonisation and the post-colonial aftermath has been and continues to be one of the major
causes of the migration and displacement of millions of people, and historically has resulted
in disruption, destruction and separation of communities, in some cases war and internal
conflict.

In recent times, we still seem to grapple with the notion of migration, why it happens and
what it will lead to in the future. The Windrush scandal recently has shaken the nation, and
though Amber Rudd and Theresa May both offered apologies, Priti Patel is still adamant on
deporting 100s of people who only know the UK as home. Covid put a temporary stop to
this, but as we find ourselves coming out of the pandemic, a new fear sweeps 1000s of
people who fear they will be sent to a place that could be no further from home.

Since the Taliban regained control over Afghanistan in August 2021, the British Government
has promised to take in 20,000 Afghan refugees long-term, and 5,000 in the first year.
Millions of Afghan people will now be displaced and prosecuted, the result of a war that
took place 20 years ago. Society seems to seek heroes and villains in the stories of migration
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in this context. But behind media hype and social media wrangles, how will history depict
this moment in time - those responsible for the conflict, are they the same people who now
“benevolently” offer refuge? And what of those now on the other side of a 20 year war
which has caused death and disruption in their homelands and are now forced to leave the
country?

Of course, not all migration is forced. Some people move from one city to another, or
another country, to study, work or live with a partner. For some, they are inspired by a
different way of life or feel more akin to a culture that is different from the place that they
grew up. We want to hear all your stories of migration, whether they are serious or light
hearted.

We are looking for exciting and interesting image-based works. Dig into your family archive,
or look at the existing bodies of work you have and whether they fit the theme. We
recognise the need to celebrate work created by women,, a group who are still
underrepresented in photography, and particularly emerging artists, or those who feel they
are not yet recognised internationally.

Use your imagination to tell us your story, from across the world.

Terms and conditions.

Artists will be asked to sign an agreement with Inspirate and AIS as part of the submission to

the open call. This agreement will, amongst other things include:

● Confirm that you hold the copyright to the original artworks being submitted

● Confirm that you allow Inspirate and AIS to edit the size and shape of the images you

have submitted to enable them to fit the design guidelines of the website and social

media channels.

● The right for Inspirate and AIS to host the work on websites, digital channels and in

situ exhibitions on an ongoing basis

● Confirm that you allow Inspirate and all associated organisations to use the images

you have provided for marketing and promotion of AIS and AIS OPEN online and in

print in on an ongoing basis

● Confirm that you allow the images of the artworks being submitted to be broadcast

online for the purposes of an online exhibition on both Inspirate’s website and other

social media platforms including but not limited too Instagram, Twitter and Facebook
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Privacy

The personal data you give us in submitting your application will be used to process your

application for this opportunity, by Inspirate and AIS and will be shared with members of the

selection panel. We will only contact you in connection to this application. Your personal

data will be kept by Inspirate for up to 10 years and will only be used for research,

evaluation, reporting and marketing analysis for artist opportunities. It will not be passed on

to anyone else. If you want to be removed from our database you can email

indiansummer@inspirate.org

You have the right to contact the Information Commissioner’s Office should you wish to

complain about how your information has been handled.

FAQS

Does the artwork/s I submit need to be my own?

Yes. We can only accept artworks from the originators of the work.  You can not submit on

someone else’s behalf or use artwork by another artist as your own. You can help an artist

apply but they need to apply in their own name.

How old can the work be?

Generally, the artworks should be no more than five years old. This is to ensure the work is

consistent with contemporary themes and we can show the best new work.

What is the theme?

The theme is migration and what it means to have or not have freedom of movement in

today’s world. Inspired by the migration of South Asian communities, the exhibition aims to

explore what freedom of movement means.

Can I consider migration in the context of the Covid-19 crisis?

Yes, however, think about the core message of the theme i.e. movement and migration.

Is this opportunity only open to artists who are women?

Yes, and we do encourage submissions from the LGBTQIA+ community.
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Is this opportunity only open to artists of South Asian descent?

No. The opportunity is open to any background as long as the work relates to the theme.

Restrictions in relation to Covid-19

There are currently no COVID-19 restrictions in place but after the success of the online

exhibition last year we’re going to continue that format for 2022.  This means that there will

be no physical exhibition this year but subsequent AIS Open's may have a physical exhibition.

What will Selectors be basing their decisions on?

Selectors will be making decisions based on the quality of the work that you submit. We will

look at the work in terms of its originality, excellence, technique and core ideas. It is

therefore important that you speak truthfully about why you created an artwork and how an

artwork relates to your general approach or ideas. We want to ensure that a diverse group

of artists from around the world apply.

I find it difficult to write about my work. What should I do?

We will accept the main two components of the applications in audio or video format.

However, we will need you to upload this audio or video to a sharing site and send us the

link. Please do not try to upload the audio or video to the Google form.  You can password

protect the audio or video so other people can not listen to or view this part of your

application. If you do add a password to the video, please send us this password.  Note: do

not send us that account password for the video/audio sharing site. Please contact us if you

need any assistance in your application.

Is there any support available to help make an application?

If you would like to talk through making an application in advance of applying you can email

us at indiansummer@inspirate.org

Are there any fees I need to pay for submitting my application?

No. There are no fees.

Will I get paid a fee for exhibiting

No one will get paid a fee for exhibiting. We will offer five cash prizes for the best work

judged by a panel.
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How many artists will be selected for the exhibition?

We will select up to five artists for the exhibition, however, shortlisted artists will be

platformed on our social media platforms.

Will I get feedback on my application?

Due to the high volume of applications that we receive to our calls for entries, we are unable

to provide individual feedback to applicants.

Can I apply without having a google/gmail account?

It is not a requirement that you have a gmail account in order to apply, just an email address

and contact phone number. Link to the google form: https://forms.gle/35kKUq5ZHpEc9taC9

What happens if I disagree with the decision of the curator or the panel?

The decision of the curator is final and can not be challenged. If you feel that something has

gone wrong, then you are more than welcome to contact us and we will see if we can help.

However, please note that we are unable to change the decision of the curator or the panel.
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